
industry. Todd Capson and Phyllis Coley, in collaboration with
the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, are spearheading this
project, in which Panamanians are trained to carry out important
chemical assays (such as those for anti-cancer and anti-HIV
properties). By identifying such properties before the plants (or
plant extracts) are sold to the pharmaceutical companies, their
economic value to the people of the country of origin is vastly
increased. The recent development of an extremely potent
painkiller from the toxins of a poison frog from Ecuador (Bradley
1993) highlights the benefits that the identification of potentially
useful compounds from the tropical forest could provide to people
from the countries of origin, if they are able to participate in the
process of discovery.
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Dyscophus insularis is one of three species in the endemic Mala-
gasy genus Dyscophus, which together with the Asian genus
CallueUa forms the subfamily Dyscophinae (family Microhylidae).
While D. antongili and D. guineti are exclusively known from
humid eastern Madagascar, D. insularis is largely a species of the
seasonal dry areas of western Madagascar. It was recorded from
five western localities by Blommers-Schlosser and Blanc (1991):
the type locality Antsohy near Trabouzy, Belo (type locality of the
synonym beloensis), Tsimanampetsotsa and Soalala (localities of
the type series of the synonym quinquelineatum; Soalala being
the locality of the lectotype), and Ankarafantsika. Glaw and Vences
(1994) added two additional records, Ambanja in the north-west
(voucher specimen in Zoologisches Forschungsinstitut und Mu-
seum A. Koenig, Bonn: ZFMK 52757) and Kirindy in the west
(based on personal communications; vouchers collected in 1995:
ZFMK 59982-59984). Emanueli and Jesu (1995) recorded the
species from the Tsingy de Bemaraha, Goodman et al. (1997) from
the Vohibasia forest. One additional locality in Blommers-Schlosser
and Blanc (1991) does not fit into this distributional pattern, namely
Marojezy in the rainforest area of north-eastern Madagascar. This
locality was based on specimens in the Museum National d'Histoire
Naturelle, Paris (MNHN) already mentioned by Guibe (1978).

In the MNHN collection, we located five specimens of D.
insularis with the origin Marojezy (MNHN 1973.577-581). Alti-
tude of the collecting locality is given as 1300 m in the catalogue
(not 300 m as reported by Guibe 1978) and collecting date as 2
July 1972. In the catalogue, this series is immediately followed by
nine specimens (MNHN 1973.582-590) from Ankarafantsika
(Ampijoroa), collected on 5 February 1973. No information on
the collector(s) is given. According to entry notes of J. Guibe avail-
able in the MNHN, the specimens belonged to a large series of
microhylids from "Massif de Marojezy et autres lieux" which were
collected by C. P. Blanc. The Dyscophus specimens had the provi-
sional numbers 2084-2092 and 2094-2098 and are marked in the
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