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Amphibian Systematics:
List of Recent Families, Genera, and Species

The following list provides an overview of all currently known species and genera in recent
amphibians (status December 31, 1997). New descriptions and other taxonomic changes from
1998 (and after) have not been included. The families are listed in alphabetical order to facili-
tate locating them. Within each family, genera and species have also been listed in alphabetical
order. Rhacophoridae are listed as a separate family for practical reasons, although they are
currently classified as a subfamily of true frogs (Ranidae). Even with the utmost effort and
every intention to be complete and accurate, a list of this kind may contain some errors for sev-
eral reasons. For details and comments on systematics, please turn to Chapter 2.

1. Order GYMNOPHIONA
(Caecilians)
1. Family Caeciliidae Rafinesque-Schmaltz,
1814
1. Genus Boulengerula Tornier, 1897 (5 species,
Tanzania, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda)
Boulengerula boulengeri, B. changamwensis, B. fis-
cheri, B. taitanus, B. uluguruensis
2. Genus Brasilotyphlus Taylor, 1968 (1 species,
Amazon basin)
Brasilotyphlus braziliensis
3. Genus Caecilia Linnaeus, 1758 {32 species,
Panama and northern South America)
Caecilia abitaguae, C. albiventris, C. antioquiaensis,
C. armata, C. attenuata, C. bokermanni, C. caribea,
C. corpulenta, C. crassisquama, C. degenerata, C.
disossea, C. dunni, C. flavopunctata, C. gracilis, C.
guntheri, C. inca, C. leucocephala, C. marcusi, C.
mertensi, C. nigricans, C. occidentalis, C. orientalis,
C. pachynema, C. perdita, C. pressula, C. subder-
malis, C. subnigricans, C. subterminalis, C. tentacu-
lata, C. tenuissima, C. thompsoni, C. volcani

4. Genus Dcrmophis Peters, 1879 (3 species, southern
Mexico to north-western ColumbiaColombia)
Dermophis mexicanus, D. oaxacae, D. parciveps
5. Genus Gegeneophis Peters, 1879 (3 species, India)
Gegeneophis camosuscarnosus, G. fallen, G.
ramaswamii
6. Genus Geotrypetes Peters, 1880 (3 species, tropical
West Africa and western Ethiopia)
Geotrypetes angeli, G. pseudoangeli, G. seraphini
7. Genus Grandisonia Taylor, 1968 {5 species,
Seychelles Islands)
Grandisonia alternans, G. brevis, G. diminutiva, G.
larvata, G. sechellensis
8. Genus Gyntnopis Peters, 1874 (2 species,
Honduras to Panama)
Gymnopis multiplicata, G. syntremus
9. Genus Herpele, Peters, 1879 (2 species, tropical
West Africa)
Herpele multiplicata, H. squalostoma
10. Genus Hypogeophis Peters, 1879 (1 species,
Seychelles Islands)
Hypogeophis rostratus
11. Genus Idiocranium Parker, 1936 (1 species,
Cameroun, Nigeria ?)
Idiocranium russelli
12. Genus Indotyphlus Taylor, 1960 (1 species, India)
Indotyphlus battersbyi
13. Genus Luetkenotyphlus Taylor, 1968 (1 species,
south eastern Brazil)
Luetkenotyphlus brasiliensis
14. Genus Microcaectlia Taylor, 1968 (5 species,
northern South America)
Microcaecilia albiceps, M. rabei, M. supernumeraria,
M. taylori, M. unicolor
15. Genus Mimosiphonops Taylor, 1968 (2 species,
southeastern Brazil)
Mimosiphonops reinhardti, M. vermiculatus
16. Genus Oscaecilia Taylor, 1968 (9 species, Costa
Rica, Panama, and northern South America)
Oscaecilia bassleri, 0. elongata, 0. equatorialis, 0.
hypereumeces, 0. koepekeorum., 0. ochrocephala, 0.
osae, 0. polyzona, 0. zweifeli
17. Genus Parvicaecilia Taylor, 1968 (2 species,
northern Colombia)
Parvicaecilia nicefori, P. pricei
18. Genus Praslinia Boulger, 1909 (1 species,
Seychelles Islands)
Praslinia cooperi
19. Genus Schistometopum Parker, 1941 (5 species,
Kenya, Tanzania, and islands in the Gulf of Guinea,
West Africa)
Schistometopum brevirostre, S. ephele, S. garzon-
heydti, S. gregorii, S. thomense
20. Genus Siphonops Wagler, 1828 (5 species, tropi-
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cal South America east of the Andes)
Siphonops, annulatus, S. hardyi, S. insulanus, S.
leucoderus, S. paulensis
21. Genus Sylvacaecilia Wake, 1987 (1 species,
Ethiopia)
Sylvocaecilia grandisonae

2. Family Ichthyophiidae Taylor, 1968
1. Genus Caudacaecilia Taylor, 1986 (5 species,
Malaysia, Sumatra, Borneo, and Philippines)
Caudacaecilia asplenia, C. larutensis, C. nigroâava,
C. paucidentula, C. weberi
2. Genus Ichthyophis Fitzinger, 1826 (32 species,
India, Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia, southern
Philippines and western Indonesia)
Ichthyophis acuminatus, I. atricollaris, I. bannanicus
I. beddomei, I. bernisi, I. biangularis, I. billitonensis,
I. bombayensis, I. dulitensis, I. elongatus, I. glandu-
losus, I. glutinosus, !. humphreyi, I. hypocyaneus, I.
javanicus, I. kohtaoensis, I. laosensis, I. longi-
cephalus, I. malabarensis, I. mindanaoensis, I.
monochrous, I. orthoplicatus, I. paucisulcus, I.
peninsularis, I. pseudangularis, I. sikkimensis, I.
singaporensis, I. subterrestris, I. sumatranus, I.
supachaii, I. tricolor, I. youngorum

3. Family Rhinatrematidae Nussbaum,
1977 (Tailed caecilians)
1, Genus Epicrionops Boulenger, 1883 [8 species,
northwestern South America from Venezuela to
Peru)

Epicrionops bicolor, E. coiumbianus, E. lativittatus,
E, marmoratus, E. niger, E. parkeri, E. peruvianus,
E. petersi
2. Genus Rhinatrema Dumeril and Bibron, 1841 (1
species, Guayana region)
Rhinatrema bivittatum

4. Family Scolecomorphidae Taylor, 1969
1. Genus Crotaphatrema Nussbaum, 1985 (2 species,
Cameroun)
Crotaphatrema bornmuelleri, C. lamottei
2. Genus Scolecomorphus Boulenger, 1883 (3
species, Tanzania, Malawi)
Scolecomorphus kirkii, S. uluguruensis, S. vittatus

5. Family Typhloneetidae Taylor, 1968
(Aquatic caecilians)
1. Genus Atretochoana Nussbaum and Wilkinson,
1995 (1 species, South America)
Atretochoana eiselti
2. Genus Chthonerpeton Peters, 1879 (7 species,
southern Brazil and northern Argentina)
Chthonerpeton arii, C. braestrupi, C. exile, C. indis-
tinctum, C. onorei, C. perissodus, C. viviparum
3. Genus Nectocaecilia Taylor, 1968 (4 species,
Amazon and Orinoko region)
Nectocaecilia cooperi, N. haydee, N. ladigesi, N.
petersii
4. Genus Potomotyphlus Taylor, 1968 (2 species,
Amazon and Orinoko region)
Potomotyphlus kaupii, P. melanochus
5. Genus Typhlonectes Peters, 1879 {6 species, north-
ern South America)
Typhlonectes anguiUaformis, T. compressicauda, T.
cunhai, T. nutans, T. obesus, T. venezuelensis

6. Familie Uraeotyphlidae Nussbaum, 1979
1. Genus Uraeotyphlus Peters, 1879 (4 species,
southern half of Indian subcontinent)
Uraeotyphlus malabaricus, U. menoni, U. narayani,
U. oxyurus

2. Order UR0DELA
(Salamanders)

1. Family Ambystomatidae Hallowell,

1856 (Mole salamanders)
1. Genus Ambystoma Tschudi, 1838 (28 species,
North America to Mexico)
Ambystoma amblycephalum, A, andersoni, A. annu-
latunt, A. barbouri, A. bombypellum, A. cingulatum,
A. dumerilii, A. flavipiperatum, A. gracile, A. gran-
ulosum, A. jejfersonianum, A. lacustris, A. laterale,
A. lermaense, A. mabeei, A. macrodactylum, A.
maculatum, A. mexicanum, A. nothagenes, A.
opacum, A. ordinarium, A. platineum, A. rosaceum,
A. talpoideum, A. taylori, A. texanum, A. tigrinum,
A. tremblayi

2. Genus Rhyacosiredon Dunn, 1928 (4 species,
Mexico)
Rhyacosiredon altamirani, R. leorae, R. rivularis, R.
zempoalaensis

2. Family Amphiumidae Gray, 1825
(Amphiumas, congo eels)
1. Genus Amphiuma Garden, 1821 (3 species, south-
eastern USA)
Amphiuma means, A. pholeter, A. tridactylum

3. Family Cryptobranchidae Fitzinger,
1826 (Giant salamander)
1. Genus Andrias Tschudi, 1837 {2 species, eastern
China, Japan)
Andrias davidianus, A.japonicus
2. Genus Cryptobranchus Leuckart, 1821 (l species,
eastern USA)
Cryptobranchus alleganiensis

4. Family Dicamptodontidae Tihen, 1958
1. Genus Dicamptodon Strauch, 1870 (4 species,
USA)
Dicamptodon aterrimus, D, copei, D. ensatus, D.
tenebrosus
2. Genus Rhyacotriton Dunn, 1920 (3 species, USA)
Rhyacotriton cascadae, R. kezeri, R. olympicus

5. Family Hynobiidae Cope, 1859 (Asiatic
[oriental] salamanders)
1. Genus Batrachuperus Boulenger, 1878 (8 species,
China, Tibet, Iran and Afghanistan)
Batrachuperus gorganensis, B. karlschmidti, B. long-
dongensis, B. mustersi, B. persicus, B. pinchonii, B.
tibetanus, B. yenyuanensis
2. Genus Hynobius Tschudi, 1838 (25 species, East
Asia to Japan)
Hynobius abre, H. amjiensis, H. arisanensis, H.
boulengeri, H. chinensis, H. dunni, H. formosanus,
H. hidatnontanus, H. kimurae, H. leechii, H. lichen-
atus, H. mantschuricus, H. naevius, H. nebulosus, H.
nigrescens, H. okiensis, H. retardatus, H. sonani, H.
stejnegeri, H. takedai, H. tenuis, H. tokyoensis, H.
tsuensis, H. turkestanicus, H. yiwuensis

3. Genus Liua Zhao and Hu, 1983 (1 species, China)
Liua shihi
4. Genus Onychodactylus Tschudi, 1838 (2 species,
northeastern Asia, Japan)
Onychodactylus fischeri, 0. japonicus
5. Genus Pachyhynobius Fei, Hu and Wu 1983 (1
species, China)
Pachyhynobius shangchengensis
6. Genus Pseudohynobius Fei and Ye, 1983 (2
species, China)
Pseudohynobius fiavomaculatus, P. tsinpaiensis
7. Genus Ranodon Kessler, 1866 (1 species, Russia,
China)
Ranodon sibiricus
8. Genus Salamandrella Dybowski, 1870 (l species,
large areas of northern Asia)
Salamandrella keyserlingii

6. Family Plethodontidae Gray, 1850
(Lungless salamanders)
1. Genus Aneides Baird, 1849 (5 species, USA)
Aneides aeneus, A. ferreus, A. flavipunctatus, A.

hardii, A. lugubris
2. Genus Batrachoseps Bonaparte, 1841 (9 species,
western North America)
Batrachoseps aridus, B. attenuatus, B. campi, B.
gabrieli, B. nigriventris, B. pacificus, B. simatus, B.
stebbinsi, B. wrighti
3. Genus Bolitoglossa Dumeril, Bibron and Dumeril,
1854 (76 species, Central and South America to cen-
tral Bolivia)
Bolitoglossa adspersa, B. altamazonica, B. alvaradoi,
B. arborescandens, B. biseriata, B. borburata, B, cap-
itana, B. carri, B. celaquae, B. cerroensis, B. chica,
B. colonnea, B. compacta, B. conanti, B. cuchu-
tnatana, B. cuna, B. decora, B. diaphora, B. digit-
igrada, B. diminuta, B. dofleini, B. dunni, B.
engelhardti, B. epimela, B. equatoriana, B. flav-
imembris, B. flaviventris, B, franklini, B. gracilis, B.
hartwegi, B. helmrichi, B. hermosa, B. hypacra, B.
jacksoni, B. lignicola, B. lincolni, B. longissitna, B.
macrinii, B. marmorea, B. medemi, B. meliana, B.
mexicana, B. minutula, B. morio, B. mulleri, B. nice-
fori, B. nigrescens, B. occidentalis, B, odonnelli, B.
orestes, B. palmata, B. pandi, B. peruviana, B.
phalarosoma, B. platydactyla, B. porrasorum, B.
ramosi, B. riletti, B. robusta, B. rostrata, B.
rufescens, B. salvinii, B. savagei, B. schizodactyla, B.
schmidti, B. silverstonei, B. sima, B. sooyorum, B.
striatula, B. stuarti, B, subpalmata, B. taylori, B.
vallecula, B. veracrucis, B. walkeri, B. yucatana

4. Genus Bradytriton Wake and Elias, 1983 (1
species, Guatemala)
Bradytriton silus
5. Genus Chiropterotriton Taylor, 1944 (9 species,
Mexico)
Chiropterotriton arboreus, C. chiropterus, C. chon-
drostega, C. dimidiatus, C. lavae, C. magnipes, C.
mosaueri, C. multidentatus, C. priscus
6. Genus Dendrotriton Wake and Elias, 1983 (5
species, Mexico, Guatemala)
Dendrotriton bromeliacia, D. cuchumatanus, D.
megarhinus, D. rabbi, D. xolocalcae
7. Genus Desmognathus Baird, 1850 (13 species,
south eastern Canada and USA)
Desmognathus aeneus, D. apalachicolae, D. auricu-
latus, D. brimleyorum, D. fuscus, D. imitator, D.
monticola, D. ochrophaeus, D. orestes, D. quadra-
maculatus, D. santeetlah, D. welteri, D. wrighti
8. Genus Ensatina Gray, 1850 (1 species, western
North America)
Ensatina eschscholtzii
9. Genus Eurycea Rafinesque, 1822 (14 species, east-
ern North America)
Eurycea aquatica, E. bislineata, E. cirrigera, E.
junaluska, E. longicauda, E. lucifuga, E. multipli-
cata, E. nana, E. neotenes, E. quadridigitata, E,
sosorum, E. tridentifera, E. tynerensis, E. wilderae
10. Genus Gyrinophilus Cope, 1869 (3 species, North
America)
Gyrinophilus gulolineatus, G. palleucus, G. por-
phyriticus
11. Genus Haideotriton Carr, 1939 (1 species, south-
eastern USA)
Haideotriton wallacei
12. Genus Hemidactylium Tschudi, 1838 (1 species.
eastern North America)
Hemidactylium scutatum
13. Genus Hydromantes Gistel, 1848 (3 species,
western USA)
Hydromantes brunus, H. platycephalus, H. shastae
14. Genus Ixalotriton Wake and Johnson, 1989 (!
species, Mexico)
Ixalotriton niger
15. Genus Leurognathus Moore, 1899 (1 species,
USA)
Leurognathus marmoratus
16. Genus Lineatriton Tanner, 1950 (1 species,
Mexico)
Lineatriton lineolus


